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COSTA RICA. Oct. 12: An estimated 2,000 representatives of indigenous, environmental, community
and university groups marched through the streets of San Jose demanding better living conditions,
solutions to territorial disputes and respect for the culture of the estimated 30,000 indigenous
persons who live in the country. About 600 indigenous from Costa Rica's eight ethnic groups
participated in the activities, shouting "nothing to celebrate," and demanding respect for their civil
rights, including access to bilingual education and infrastructure improvements on the country's 22
indian reservations. About 70% of the homes on Costa Rican reservations do not have electricity or
drinking water. Protesters proceeded to the Isabel la Catolica park where an official quincentennial
celebration was being held. Standing beneath a statue of Queen Isabel, protesters burned the
Spanish and US flags. The official celebration was brought to an abrupt end. According to Esther
Camac, coordinator of the Commission for 500 Years of Indigenous and Popular Resistance,
Costa Rican indigenous groups oppose the "ideological campaign" sponsored by Latin American
governments in promotion of the celebration of "an imposition, not an encounter of cultures." As
part of an official celebration held at an indigenous community located about 30 km. from San Jose,
President Rafael Calderon said he wished to send a "message of solidarity and optimism" to all
peoples and governments in Iberoamerica, "especially Spain," on the occasion of the quincentenary.
EL SALVADOR. Oct. 7: Representatives from the National Association of Salvadoran Indigenous
(Asociacion Nacional de Indigenas Salvadorenos, ANIS) delivered a petition to the Legislative
Assembly calling for a ban on all quincentennial celebrations scheduled for Oct. 12. The petition
further called for punishment of any government officials who participate in celebrations. ANIS
also called on the legislature to order substitution of the national currency, which bears the image
of Christopher Columbus, with coins and bills bearing the image of Atonal, an indigenous leader
who, during the resistance to the Spanish conquest, shot a poison-tipped arrow which wounded
conqueror Pedro de Alvarado. ANIS spokespersons said that on Oct. 12, instead of celebrating "500
years of Spanish invasion," Salvadoran indigenous groups planned to carry out demonstrations and
street theater presentations in repudiation of the date. Adrian Esquina Lixco, the country's principal
indigenous leader, said: "Salvadoran indigenous request that not a single cent of government
money be spent in order to celebrate such an abominable act." Salvadoran indigenous groups
are demanding support for efforts to rescue the Hahuatl language, and for the return of ejidal
lands which are currently under state ownership. Spokespersons from the National Association
of Salvadoran Educators (Asociacion Nacional de Educadores Salvadorenos, ANDES) said they
planned to take advantage of the quincentenary to explain to public school students the "harmful
effects" of the Spanish conquest. Oct. 11: ANIS publicly called on President Alfredo Cristiani to
refuse to attend a reception celebrating the quincentennial commemoration scheduled for Oct. 12 in
the Spanish Embassy. In a communique, the Federacion de Pueblos Indios de EL Salvador (FEPIES)
called on Spain's King Juan Carlos to issue payments of US$1 per inhabitant as indemnization for
"genocide and ethnocide" which resulted from the conquest. Oct. 12: The main official event in
celebration of the quincentenary, held in front of San Salvador's National Palace, was interrupted
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by about 20 indigenous clothed in traditional dress and carrying rustic bows and arrows. The group
marched in silence in front of the platform where Salvadoran Foreign Minister Manuel Pacas
Castro was delivering a speech. During his speech at the ceremony, Spain's Ambassador Ricardo
Peidro Conde said his country wishes to "overcome all this useless rhetoric and these unnecessary
polemics" generated by the quincentennial. After the Salvadoran and Spanish officials left the
area, a group of indians tossed red paint at the statues of Christopher Columbus and Queen Isabel
which flank the main entrance to the National Palace. GUATEMALA. Oct. 9: Upon arrival at the
airport in Guatemala City for a ten-day visit, Nobel Peace Prize candidate Rigoberta Menchu was
greeted by hundreds of supporters. Adolfo Perez Esquivel, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1980, told the assembled crowd that Menchu had become "the symbol for this country and peoples
all across the American continent...the voice for all indigenous, which has been silenced for five
centuries." Later, in a joint press conference with Esquivel, Menchu declared that "the past 500 years
of oppression and discrimination have divided us [but now] it is important to speak of the reuniting
of our peoples...At this historic moment, we have the opportunity to give humanity a message
of life, of dignity, and of self-determination in order for America to recuperate its identity." The
Majawil Qij (new dawn) Maya Coordinating Committee issued a statement announcing resumption
of its campaign to boycott quincentennial celebrations. "We, the indigenous people," said the
statement, "have resumed our resistance in order to strengthen our traditional ways of life and unify
our communities and peoples...The time has come to lay the foundations of the third phase of the
history of our nations, to unite and to fight, shoulder to shoulder, for our rights." Specific points
mentioned by Majawil Qij include: * The right of indigenous to regain control over the ancient Maya
books and codes, the ruins of the Maya ceremonial centers and the archaeological remains from
their pre-colombian history. * The right to ownership of communal Mayan lands for farming and the
right to access natural resources. * The declaration called on Mayans to recover their ancient Maya
culture and to further develop it in the fields of education, language, art, music and religion. * It also
called on indigenous peoples in other parts of Latin America to unite in order to "continue to try and
learn about our past and to recover our historical memory." According to Majawil Qij, contemporary
repression of the indigenous population by the Guatemalan army is but a continuation of the
violence brought 500 years ago with the Spanish conquest, "in which the cross and the sword
acted jointly," in the campaign to destroy Mayan rights, culture and religion. Today, the statement
concluded, it is the "army that is trying to change our way of thinking and our religion." Oct. 11:
In the evening, Rigoberta Menchu attended a vigil, organized by the National Indigenous and
Campesino Coordinating Committee (Coordinadora Nacional Indigena y Campesina, CONIC).
The vigil was held at a campus of the University of San Carlos where about 500 families from the
Mam ethnic group have been installed for over three months as part of a protest action demanding
respect for their rights to land. Oct. 12: Government officials and diplomats from the Spanish
Embassy celebrated the quincentenary in an official act which took place around the statue of
Christopher Columbus in a residential section of Guatemala City. In at least four cities, thousands
of Guatemalan indians held peaceful demonstrations repudiating the Spanish conquest of America.
In Guatemala City, demonstrators delivered copies of a petition to the National Congress and to
the office of President Jorge Serrano, demanding improved living conditions for Mayan indigenous
groups. Other demonstrations were held in the streets and plazas of Huehuetenango, El Quiche,
and Solola. HONDURAS. Oct. 12: An official quincentennial celebration was held alongside the
Tegucigalpa statue of Christopher Columbus. The president of the Supreme Court, several cabinet
ministers, and Spanish Ambassador Jose Manuel Lopez Barron were present at the ceremony.
NICARAGUA. Sept. 24: Nicaraguan indigenous leaders confirmed that the Third Continental
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Encounter of the 500 Years of Indigenous, Black and Popular Resistance Campaign would be held in
Managua Oct. 7 through Oct. 12. Organizers of the event indicated that over 200 indigenous leaders
and special guests from the American continent were scheduled to participate. Sept. 26: Guillermo
Cabiztan, president of the Federation of Indigenous Communities of Nicaragua (Federacion de
Comunidades Indigenas de Nicaragua), told reporters that on Oct. 12, a special tribunal comprised
of indigenous leaders from throughout Latin America would commence trial proceedings against
the Spanish crown and the Vatican. According to Cabiztan, less that 40 years after the arrival of
the first Spanish conquerors in Nicaragua, the indigenous population in the country was reduced
from about 800,000 persons to less than 40,000. Cabiztan added that members of the special tribunal
would be sworn in during a ceremony in Monimbo, an indian stronghold located in the town of
Masaya, 27 km. south of Managua. The tribunal will issue its verdict in October 1993. Oct. 7: In
Managua, delegates from 27 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean formally inaugurated
the Third Encounter conference. The keynote inaugural address was delivered by Nobel Peace
Prize candidate Rigoberta Menchu. Menchu demanded justice for indigenous peoples of the
Americas, who have survived 500 years of "intolerance and marginalization." She added that it was
necessary to "reaffirm indigenous resistance and struggle...Unity is essential if we are to confront
salaries of extermination, confront the existence of street children, confront militarism...and so that
one day we might be able to speak of our nations based on new national histories." Oct. 12: The
principal official ceremony celebrating the quincentenary was held in La Cruz de Espana, Rivas
department, about 130 km. south of Managua. According to the government, almost 500 years ago,
in what is today known as La Cruz de Espana, indigenous chief Nicarao and Spanish conqueror Gil
Gonzalez Davila held a dialogue. Main address at the ceremony was delivered by President Violeta
Chamorro. "Instead of the sword and death," said Chamorro referring to the meeting between
Nicarao and Gonzalez, "dialogue was the order of the day upon the encounter and the confrontation
of two cultures so distant and so distinct. I believe that this dialogue left a permanent stamp on
Nicaragua. Nicaragua, after resisting, after rejecting the conquest, and after being defeated by
a civilization which went on to dominate not just America but the entire world, went on to fuse,
through the mixing of the two races, the virtues and qualities of the indian culture with those of
western culture." In Granada, a statue of Spanish explorer Francisco Hernandez de Cordova was
knocked off its pedestal. The statue, located on the banks of the Lago de Nicaragua, had been
donated to Nicaragua by the Spanish government. Hernandez de Cordova, after whom the national
currency is named, is credited with having founded the city of Granada in 1524. PANAMA. Oct. 12:
An estimated 3,000 indigenous marched through the streets of the capital expressing their rejection
of the quincentennial celebrations and demanding creation of a "pluri-national, pluri-cultural,
and multilingual state." Indigenous leaders delivered a 15-point petition to the offices of President
Guillermo Endara. Demands included government resolution of land tenure problems of the
indigenous Guaymi, Embera, Teribe, Waunan and Madungandi in the provinces of Panama, Colon,
Chiriqui, Veraguas and Bocas del Toro. The government held an official quincentennial celebration
at the national theater. Oct. 13: Several dozen Guaymies protested outside the Legislative Assembly
building, demanding resolution of land tenure problems. According to Guaymi leader Isidro Acosta,
"the Guaymies, who represent 40% of the country's 200,000 indigenous persons, have been waiting
for 500 years and one day" for resolution of this problem. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 10/09/92;
Agence France-Presse, 09/24/29, 09/26/92, 10/07-09/92, 10/11-13/92; Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/12/92, 10/13/92)
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